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NEW INDIGENOUS-OWNED DRIVING SCHOOL TO HELP STRENGTHEN ECONOMIC
OPPORTUNITIES ON THE NORTH ISLAND

Social enterprise to deliver ICBC training in unique and culturally adapted manner
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COURTENAY, 4 October 2022 - The 'Namgis Development Business Corporation is developing
an innovative Indigenous, community-owned driving school available to all North Island
residents, with funding support from Island Coastal Economic Trust's Capital and Innovation

Program.

The ‘Namgis First Nation Driving School will be modeled on the successful All Nations Driving
Academy, developed by Lucy Sager in Kitamaat in partnership with the Haisla First Nation and
Burns Lake Development Corporation. This new start-up incorporates training adapted to the
unique circumstances of Indigenous people, allowing for freedom of movement and mobility
through safe and reliable transportation options.
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“Indigenous people in BC are considerably less likely than other British Columbians to possess a
driver’s license, which has significant negative consequences for health, justice, employment,
and public safety,” says Jean La Rose, Board Chair, ‘Namgis Economic Development
Corporation. "Access to driving training and skill development will open up a wealth of
employment and training opportunities for North Island Indigenous communities.”

The new driving school will play an important role in unlocking significant economic
opportunities, particularly among the youth and women. Increasing the number of licensed
Indigenous drivers can help meet Indigenous employment targets on major projects. It will also
ensure that Indigenous communities benefit from projects, as well as increased support for
projects within communities’ traditional territories.

“Our new, Indigenous-owned and operated school will ensure that the unique cultural and social
circumstances and perspectives are incorporated into driving training,” says Kevin Ainsworth,
CEQO, 'Namgis Economic Development Corporation. “This innovative approach is going to have
life-changing impacts within the ‘Namgis Nation and other First Nations on the North Island, and
we'll also be creating positive economic impacts for the entire North Island region.”

There are several key social benefits to the school’s mission, particularly for those living in rural
and remote areas. Having a driver's license is a crucial enabler of mobility and social
connection. It allows for access to employment, education, and health services; for taking care
of family members; for ridesharing opportunities; and for maintaining personal safety. Increased
mobility can help build autonomy and resilience — key to fostering mental well-being.

“Increasing the number of licensed Indigenous drivers can help to achieve Indigenous
employment targets on major projects, ensure Indigenous communities benefit from projects,
and increase support for projects within communities’ traditional territories,” says Island Coastal
Economic Trust Board Chair Aaron Stone. “By enabling employment and educational
opportunities, social connection and mobility, the driving school becomes an innovative and
unigue model to drive forward economic opportunity.”

The 'Namgis First Nation Driving School is supported through the Innovation Support stream of
the Capital and Innovation Program. The Trust will contribute $25,000 to a total project budget
of $150,000. The driving school is expected to start accepting students in January 2023.
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About Island Coastal Economic Trust

Founded by the Province of British Columbia in 2006, the Island Coastal Economic Trust works to
build a sustainable and resilient coastal economy in reciprocal relationships with First Nations,
municipalities, and regional districts across Vancouver Island, the Sunshine Coast, and islands
and inlets from the Salish Sea to Cape Caution. Serving over half a million residents, we partner
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with communities in the development and financing of their economic infrastructure and
diversification efforts through our unique structure that is led by, and accountable to,
communities.

Since our inception, Island Coastal Economic Trust has approved more than $58 million to
economic development initiatives that have attracted over $308 million in new investment to our
region. These investments have created over 2,750 permanent jobs, and countless positive
impacts, across the coast.

Island Coastal Economic Trust acknowledges that we work for communities across the ancestral
and unceded territories of the Kwak’ Wolq, Nuucaan’ ui, Ey74d7juuthem, Ligwilda'xw, Psntl'ae,
shishalh, Hul'g'umi‘'num’, diitid?aatx, SENCOTEN, Lekwungen, and T'Sou-ke speaking peoples

Contact:

Brodie Guy, CEO
Island Coastal Economic Trust

250-871-7797
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